SHANTALA 


Shantala was the queen of Vishnu Vardhana, the ruler of the Hoysala 
kingdom. Brought up as a Jain, Shantola believed in ahimsa or 
non 


“violence. Her husband, on the other hand, had a single-minded 
ambition, to free Hoysala from the rule of the Chalukya Empire, 
whatever be the cost. He waged wars and unleashed death and 


destruction on hapless people. 

Though Shantala, койсо could not convince her husband to give 
up violence she was the glorious inspiration behind the temples that 
Vishnu Vordhana built, and which remain a lasting legacy of the 
Hoysala kingdom to this day. 
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HIS BROTHER, 


PRINCE BITTIDEVA, WAS AT HIS | HAVE NOT BEEN 


уағына BLESSED WITH 
3M * DON'T | | A SON —AN HEIR 

BITTIGA, | KNOW RZ JJG ANNA* DON'T 

THAT MY END jA SPEAK THUS, | | TO HOYSALA NADU 


16 NEAR... | BEG YOu, 


PERHAPS ІТ 19 ALL FOR 
THE BEST. чоц, MY 
VALIANT YOUNGER 
BROTHER. , SHALL ВЕ 


SUDDENLY, BALLALA’S EYES GREW 
MISTY. — 


—- AH! WHAT A DREAM 
( WE CHERISHED ! THOUGH 
А 1 


WILL BE GONE, BITTIGA, 
YOU MUST FIGHT THE 

gà CHALUKYA EMPEROR AND 
\ МАКЕ OUR DREAM 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


CHILD, MY BLESSINGS ARE ALWAYS 
WITH BOTH OF YOU.AS MAN 
AND WIFE... 
EE 
7 Aa 
Y QU 


Ps 


| LEAVE BITTIGA IN 
YOUR HANDS . TAKE 
CARE OF HIM. 


... YOU MUST THINK AS 

ONE.GIVE EACH OTHER 

SUPPORT АЦ. THROUGH 
YOUR LIVES. 4 


| © 


BITTIDEVA WAS PROCLAIMED KING АМР CAME TO BE KNOWN AS 
VISHNU VARDHANA HOYSALA. 


SHANTALA 


BITION.| Д9. SHANTALA , ANNA'S 
T | | DEATH WAS cAUSED 
ДТ 

Msi 


nes 


ED AT THE HANDS 
OF THE CHALUKYA 
EMPEROR. 


EVERY KINGDOM, 
FROM BEYOND THE 
TUNGABHADRA 
TO THE KAVERI, 


AND, BELIEVE ME, 
1 WILL AVENGE 
THAT DEFEAT! 


VIKRAMADITYA 
KING OF THE 
THE CHALUKYA... 


HOY SALAS! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA SHANTALA 


BROKE HER SILENCE AND hq | WAR IS INEVITABLE. IN ANY CASE, | ONLY THAT IT WOUNDS, 
T prog VOICE WAS U | @& MY BEAUTIFUL, MAIMS AND KILLS. 
А xk WHAT DO YOU KNOW OF THE : 

NS 7 i GLORY OF WAR? 


BESIDES, REMEMBER 
ANNA’S LAST 
COMMAND. 


OH, BALLU ANNA, 
YOU TOLD ME TO TAKE 
CARE OF HIM AND IN 
THE SAME BREATH YOu 
ASKED HIM TO GO To 
WAR. — 2 


THE FOLLOWING MORNING VISHNU VARDHANA WAS BUSY 
STUDYING BATTLE PLANS DRAWN UP BY HIS GENERALS... 


HAVE WAR 
AGAIN 2 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


SHANTALA! 
LOOK дит! 
GUARD! 


HERE... TAKE IT TO 
THE JUNGLE AND 
SET ІТ FREE. 


jc 


SHANTALA 


NO... LET IT 60. 
IT TOO HAS THE 
RIGHT TO LIVE. 


| 


) 9 
ША” 
(1 | 1 


EVEN 50,1 WOULD Ѓмч LORD, | BELIEVE Y WHAT ABOUT YOUR LIFE, 
NOT HAVE LET THAT LIFE, ANY LIFE, / MY QUEEN ? IF THAT 
16 PRECIOUS. SNAKE HAD BITTEN YOu, 
| WOULD HAVE... 


PLAN THE DETAILS OF 
j OUR FIRST CAMPAIGN 
TODAY. I MUST NOT 
KEEP MY GENERALS 
WAITING. 


YES, SHANTALA ? | 


\ M e 
WHAT 15 iT? y 
\ 


hi Enc 
i / ы А 
W WHAT SPURRED US ом 
AND ON, WAS AMBITION, 
LOFTY AMBITION. 
—_ 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


/ | BEG OF YOU... 
DON'T CONTINUE 


МЧ ANCESTORS WERE 
WARRIORS,SHANTALA. WE 
MADE OUR WAY uP, 
FIGHTING. 


TODAY, | AM CHARGED WITH ү 

THE TASK OF SPREADING 

THE GLORY OF THE HOYSALAS. 
AND THAT 15 BEST DONE... 


NOT WITH WAR, 
MY LORD! WAR IS 
DEATH AND 
DESTRUCTION. 


SHANTALA 


ONLY А RESPECT FOR Y you ARE TALK V 
LIFE, BE IT IN THE 
SMALLEST FORM, 
CAN ENSURE ANY 
GLORY. NOT WAR. 


[ 1 AM LEAVING, SHANTALA. 


RULE THE KINGDOM 


WITH CARE WHILE | AM 
AWAY. 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


SHANTALA 


е 


SR THIS MARK OF VERMILION 
y THAT | APPLY TO YOUR 

FOREHEAD Б THE COLOUR 

> OF VICTORY... 


IT WAS AN OUT AND OUT VICTORY 
FOR THE HOYSALA KING. 


1 NO LONGER BOW TO 

THE CHALUKYA OVERLORD, 

IAM A REBEL AND 

| REBEL FOR MY OWN 
INDEPENDENT STATE. 


AN 
NOW | AM 


)/ READY TO ТАКЕ 
MY QUEEN, WHAT [ ‚ ТАША ОП 
А JOYOUS DAY THIS г OF THE 


16! ANNA'S DREAM CHOLA EMPIRE. 


PARTLY BEEN 
FULFILLED. 


aa ЕУ 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


GLORY TO THE MIGHTY-ARMED 

ONE WHOSE SWORD LIKE 

A ROYAL KITE DESTROYED 
SERPENT KINGS.--- 


+++ WHO, LIKE A STRONG ELEPHANT, 

BROKE DOWN THE SPEARS OF 

THE ENEMY AS IF THEY WERE f 
MERE PLANTAIN STEMS. ce 


+ 

if 
/ 

/ 


THE KAVERI GREAT CONQUEROR , LIKE AN 


Y was SO FULL OF | | UNDERWATER FIRE YOU 
ENEMY CORPSES | | EVAPORATED THE OCEAN 
THAT THE CHOLA 
KING COULD NOT 
DRINK ITS 
WATER , AND 
HAD TO TURN 
TO WELLS 


SHANTALA 


SHANTALA WAS RUNNING DOWN 
PASSAGE TO HER ROOM. 


THE NEXT MOMENT, THE DOOR OPENED 


| CANNOT BEAR 
IT ANY LONGER. 


AND THE KING ENTERED. 


SHANTALA ! WHY DID 
YOU LEAVE THE HALL 
50 SUDDENLY 2 


TEARS © TEARS ON 
THE DAY 

І RETURN HOME 

VICTORIOUS 2 


FORGIVE ME, MY LORD. 
TO HEAR OF YOU 
BURNING DOWN CITIES... 
FILLING RIVERS WITH 
CORPSES... 


SHANTALA ! DON'T 
YOU WISH TO SEE 
ME POWERFUL? 


[ bury 2 THROUGH VIOLENCE г 

| THROUGH RAISING AN EMPIRE 
ON THE BONES OF DEAD MEN? 

| 1 РО NOT UNDERSTAND YOUR 
LANGUAGE, му LORD. 


AA 
vert op 


AND THE KING WALKED OUT OF THE КООМ. 


м ! М , 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


57 
NOT IF THAT POWER 
15 GAINED THROUGH 
REPEATED CAMPAIGNS, 
| REPEATED INVASIONS 
AND REPEATED 
BLOODSHED... 


BUT THEY ARE THe 
ONLY MEANS ву 
WHICH A RULER 
CAN DO His 

TO HIMSELF AND 
TO HIS COUNTRY. 


AND | DO NOT UNDER 
STAND YOURS. SO 
Ê GIVE ME LEAVE ТО 
4 Қы. STAY AWAY FROM 
YOU AND MORE 


SLOWLY, SHANTALA MADE FOR HER 
PRAYER -ROOM. 


O PERFECT 
ONE ! IN WEDDING Га ee 
YOUR IDEALS, HAVE is a) 
1 LOST МУ UN 
HUSBAND г à e 
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Script : Swarn Khandpur 


THE NAME“HOYSALA” 
HAS AN INTERESTING 


ORIGIN. ‘HOY, SALA? 


(MEANING » STRIKE, 


SALA, ) WERE THE 
WORDS SPOKEN TO 


T/GER,THME HERMIT 
BLESSED HIM WITH 
SOVEREIGNTY FOR 


HEROIC ACT BECAME 
THE EMBLEM OF 
THE DYNASTY 


MARVE 


LS IN STONE 


(Halebid, Belur and Somnathpur) 
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THE HOYSALA TEMPLES ARE HIGHLY DECORATIVE. THEY HAVE ELABORATE CARVED 
FRIEZES RUNNING ROUND THEIR WALLS. THE FRIEZE REPRODUCED HERE DEPICTS 
А SCENE FROM THE PANCHATANTRA STORY OF THE TURTLE WHO FELL OFF THE STICK, 
THESE HIGHLY CHISELLED FRIEZES ARE INTERSPERSED WITH LARGER 

FIGURES OF DANCERS; MUSICIANS AND HUNTERS. IN THE KESAVA TEMPLE 
CSOMNATHPUR ) EVEN GANESHA IS SHOWN DANCING - 


маа ^ 


na — Lo Ve) 


THE INTERIORS OF THESE TEMPLES ARE AS ORNATE AS THEIR EXTERIORS 
WTH FINELY CARVED PILLARS. AND THIS NAND!, МАМАМ" OF SHIVA, SEEMS 
TO HAVE RECEIVED SPECIAL ATTENTION FROM THE SCULPTOR, 


VEHICLE 


SHANTALA 


SOME TIME LATER, VISHNU VARDHANA SET OUT ON ANOTHER CAMPAIGN. HE DID NOT TAKE 
LEAVE OF SHANTALA. 


is greatest epic told over 1,300 beautifully illustrated pages 
lin Collector's Edition. It's not just a set of books, it's a piece of culture 


THE KING LEFT SPECIAL IF YOU WILL DO ME 

INSTRUCTIONS THAT YOu THE HONOUR OF 

МЦӨТ BE THE FIRST TO FOLLOWING ME.... 
ENTER THE SITE. 


UNDERSTAND 


——> 
THEY GOT OFF OUTSIDE A PIECE OF LAND, 
ENCLOSED BY A WALL. THE ATTENDANT 
HANDED SHANTALA A SCROLL. 


aS, 


i Р THE KING‏ چات 
сы ae” ; ; ; [| WANTED sou то‏ 
READ THIS JUST‏ 
BEFORE You‏ 
ENTERED.‏ 


AE OAS be ai a 


# THE MAHABHARATÁ ЗЬ fo a | 
9 COLLECTOR'S EDITION 9 ut MAL 


__ Rupees one thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine only. AND RODE AWAY WITH THE ATTENDANT. | RM 


SHANTALA 


SHANTALA AND BALLALA FOUND THAT PROGRESS| | AND SURE ENOUGH DASOJA САМЕ. 
ON THE WORK WAS SLOW AS GOOD SCULPTORS 
WERE HARD TO COME BY. PLEASE DO NOT BE 


' || AM HERE TO DO | FORMAL WITH МЕ. 
| | VOUR BIDDING, 
| РАТТАМАНАРЕМІ. /A 


THE SCROLL. р 
5240 Sh 


ІШ 


Y 


BALLALA , WHY DON'T WE SEND FOR DASOJA? | 
НЕ 15 A TALENTED SCULPTOR. HE LIVES | 
АТ BALIPURA, WHERE | WAS 

BORN. HE WILL BE MOST HAPPY TO COME 
AND WORK HERE. 


YES, SHANTALA. 
| REMEMBER THE 
FIRST TIME 

1 SAW YOU... 


THIS 15 THE FOUNDATION OF THE VIJAYA 
NARAYANA TEMPLE ®. IT 16 THE LARGEST 
OF THE SEVERAL TEMPLE PROJECTS 
ON HAND TO COMMEMORATE THE 
KING'S VICTORIES. 


— 
i TO COMMEMORATE MY VICTORY 
TOO, MY LORD. THE VICTORY OF 
OUR UNION...OUR LOVE. YOU 
COULD NOT HAVE GIVEN ME 
A GREATER GIFT THAN 
YOUR PROMISE AND 
THIS TEMPLE. 


AT ONCE, SHANTALA PLUNGED INTO THE DELIGHTS OF WATCHING A TEMPLE GROW. SHE 
| WENT ALMOST DAILY TO THE SITi on а 


ES OF THE VUAYA NARAYANA AND THE OTHER SHRINES 
THAT WERE COMING UP. AND OFTEN HER STEP -SON, BALLALA, JOINED HER. 


| WAS DETERMINED 
TO BRING THE 

VIBRANT RHYTHM 
OF YOUR Акт... 


\ 


ь &Ь 
М CHENNA KESH, 
ONE OF THE FINEST ЕХТАМ 


[7 sm 
AVA TEMPLE AT 
T EXAMPLES ОҒ 


BELURU; 
HOYSALA ARCHITECTURE 


CE „о 
SHANTALA 


BuT TODAY, IT 1S THE SERENITY OF 
T WAS YOUR YOUTH YOUR SOUL THAT | SEE ... THAT | WILL 
AND BEAUTY THAT IMMORTALIZE IN THE TEMPLES 
INSPIRED ME THEN. OF HOYSALA! 
МАНАРЕМІ, | WILL BEGIN 
WORK TOMORROW 
ITSELF. 


HE RETURNED TO MIS CAPITAL, LIKE HIS BROTHER, DEJECTED AND ILL FROM DEFEAT. 


BUILDING TEMPLES , TANKS AND 
BUT SHANTALA NURSED HIM GENTLY BACK TO HEALTH. 
IT FILLS ME WITH 
SORROW, MY LORD, THAT 


WHILE SHANTALA WAS THUG ENGAGED AT HOME, 
PILGRIM SHELTERS ..- + 4 
\ a ) SHANTALA, MY \ ТО 
AV. T K| DEFEAT кш» YAK ESTILO 
ME NS р . чОи COULD NOT ACHIEVE 
қ THE GOAL YOU HAD SET 
FOR YOURSELF. 
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... VISHNU VARDHANA, FAR AWAY, WAS WARRING | | FINALLY, A DESPERATE VIKRAMADITYA 

WITH THE EMPEROR AND TWELVE OF HIS THREW ALL н/в MIGHT INTO 

SUBORDINATES. AND ІМ THE GREAT STRUGGLE THAT | \CRUGHING THE INSOLENT HOYSALA: BUT, MY LORD, B ue. У NO, SHANTALA. NO 

TOOK PLACE AT KANNEGALA,ONEE AGAIN, VISHNU (VISHNU VARDHANA HAS GONE ТОО DOES THAT э (oe MORE CAMPAIGNS FOR 

c FAR. MY HONOUR DEPENDS ON MEAN "THAT... AEN ME. ALL | WANT NOW 
‘) 15 THE PEACE OF 


THIS BATTLE. GET HIM; 
IM — some HOW! 


HOYSALA KING DID NOT KNOW WHERE 70 
STOP, WAR BECAME AN OBSESSION WITH HIM. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MY LORD, WHEN YOU ARE ABLE TO 
WALK, WE WILL GO TO OUR TEMPLE. 
THERE 15 A SCULPTURE BY DASOUA 

THAT 1 MUST SHOW YOU. 


TAIN HER JOY AND 
IANTALA COULD NOT CONT: 

TE KING WATCHED HER HAPPY FACE NIE 
| PLEASURE. | 

ا 


MY DEAR LORD HAS 
SEEN THE LIGHT. | ASK 
FOR NOTHING MORE 
FROM LIFE. 


WE WILL 
CERTAINLY 


- WITH HIS QUEEN BY HIS SIDE, VISHNU VARDHANA 


GAVE GRANTS TO JAINA, VAISHNAVA AND SHAIVA 
TEMPLES. 


SOON, SHANTALA TOOK HIM TO THE TEMPLE AS PLANNED. 
E^- MY LORD, 1S 
NOT A TEMPLE Түс” 
К MAN’S GREATEST ДИ 
CREATION © 


ЕК... 
SHANTALA.. 


1 HAD PROMISED YOU 
THAT THERE WOULD BE 
NO MORE CAMPAIGNS. 


SHANTALA ... 
SHANTALA, ARE 
YOU ALL RIGHT? 


SHANTALA 


WHAT 19 IT, MY SHANTALA , THERE 
LORD 2 ARB YOU 1S SOMETHING 


ALL RIGHT € 1 MUST TELL 


...MY QUEEN, | LOST THAT WAR 
WHEN | WAS SO SURE OF VICTORY. 
1 WANT ANOTHER CHANCE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


вит | BEG OF ЧОЦ, LET 
ME GO ON ONE LAST 

CAMPAIGN, AND FULFIL 
NNA’S LAST COMMAND. 


SHANTALA 


/ 
BALLALA, MY SON, AMMA, DON’T BE Y чои ARE ALL 
LEARN ALL THAT YOU CAN SAD. 1 WILL ALWAYS | | LIVE FOR NOW 
ABOUT STATE AFFAIRS ... AND, : BE WITH You. 5 
MOST OF ALL, TAKE CARE OF Z| 
YOUR MOTHE ) 


// SHANTALA, 


1 KNOW | MADE 
А PROMISE 
TO чои. Д 


س رر( 


Es С you STILL SAY 
| SHOULD NOT GO 
TO WAR, ! WILL 


( GIVE ЦР WAR BECAUSE 


1 FORCED You TO? WHILE VISHNU VARDHANA REPEATEDLY DEFIED THE CHALUKYA EMPEROR, NOW GAINING 


SOME GROUND, NOW LOSING SOME 
naan oe ora ye : »BALLALA MANAGED THE ADMINISTRATIVE 


NOS = 


Пол WILL NOT BIND YOu 
| TO YOUR PROMISE. BUT 

ONE REQUEST; LEAVE AT 
LEAST BALLALA WITH ME, 


[ NO, МУ LORD! WHAT 

I$ THE VALUE OF THAT 
DECISION WHICH DOES 
NOT COME FROM 
WITHIN 2 


HE WAS NOT TO 
COME WITH ME IN 
ANY CASE. TRAIN 
| НІМ TO GOVERN THE 
б KINGDOM WHILE 
1 AM AWAY. 


THEN CAME THE THUNDERBOLT. BALLALA 
. 
DAP. IN г: тна KING RETURNED IN HASTE 
DORASA, . PAL AND /ENT 
INTO MOURNING, T rii 
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SHANTALA 


$// OH, BALLALA , HOW B 
“| MUCH | HAD N 


ZZ 


SOME TIME LATER — 


SHANTALA,! LEAVE FOR THE 
NORTH IN A FEW DAYS... ON 
А CAMPAISN. 


! TOO PLAN TO ao 
AWAY ...TO SHIVAGANGA... 
ON A PILGRIMAGE... 


IT WILL BE A CHANGE Y 
FOR YOU...) HOPE 
YOU FIND PEACE... 


THE DAY OF SHANTALA’S DEPARTURE 
ARRIVED. 


FAREWELL , BELOVED. GOODBYE, 
REMEMBER, DESPITE /- DEAR ONE. / 
EVERYTHING , 
1 ALWAYS LOVED 


THE KING STOOD WHERE HE WAS, AND 


THE COACH SPED ON. 


WELL, A KING CANNOT 
AFFORD TOO MANY 
TEARS. THERE 16 
WORK TO BE DONE. 


SHANTALA ! 
\ ТАКЕ CARE! 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 
MY LORD, | BELIEVE 
THAT LIFE, ANY 

6 PRECIOUS, 


MONTHS LATER — 


THREW HERSELF OVER 
A CLIFF ? МО! NO! OH, 
MY QUEEN, WHY DID 
yOu ро IT? HOW 
COULD YOU DO IT? 


VISHNU VARDHANA RECEIVED THE 
NEWS WHEN HE WAS AT BANKAPURA, 
FIGHTING THE KADAMBAS. 


SPEND MUCH OF HIS TIME WANDERING 


AFTER THIS, THOUGH VISHNU VARDHANA 
CONTINUED HIS POLICY OF AGGRESSION, HIS 


| HEART WAS NO MORE IN IT. HE BEGAN TO 


BEAUTIFUL 
ARE THE 
SCULPTURES 
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OF DASOUA! Б 


WAS THAT WHY 
YOU GAVE IT uPe 
WAS IT BECAUSE. 
THE MOST 

PRECIOUS THING 

YOU COULD SACRI- 
FICE FORA 
PRINCIPLE WAS 


SHANTALA 


IT 1S 
SHANTALA $ 


OH, MY QUEEN! 
0, SHANTALA! 


ISN’T IT POSSIBLE THAT THIS 
SHRINE WILL LIVE ON, SPREADING 
THE GLORY OF THE HOYSALAS, WHEN 
MOST ELSE 15 LOST AND 
FORGOTTEN 2 


